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uman trafficking is the
intentional forcing of anoth-
er into slavery - Asa Don
Browmn

Human trafficking is the third
largest organized crime after drugs
and arms trade across the globe. It
is an activity which leads to recruit-
ment, transpontation or receipt of per-
sons by means of threat or use of force
or a position of vulnerability. In
recent times, West Bengal has record-
ed the largest integer inwomen and
child trade casesin the region. Accord-
ing tothe Union Government's data
on human trafficking in India pre-
sented in the Rajya Sabhain 2017, Ben-
galis the foremost in the list of states
where human trafficking is most
rampant. Moreover, the state has
seen around 70 percent increase in
the number of women and children
trafficked in the last few years. Aswe
all knoww that West Bengal, specifically
Siliguri, shares national and inter-
national borders; human trafficking
and cases of persons going missing
have become a potent threat in this
section of the country.

The information compiled by the
National Crime Records Burean
(MCRB) states that at any given
moment multiple cases of traffick-
ing in person are registered in West
Bengal, even from several parts of
North Bengal region. The data exposed
that around 3,855 women and chil-
dren had been trafficked from sev-
eral parts of Bengal in 2015-16 and
the aggregate increased by 44 percent
in2017-18. These people are exploit-
ed for the purpose of commercial, sex-
ual and forced labour. The Panitan-
ki Kakarvitta border crossing, close
to Bagdogra airport, is the preferred
exit from India to Nepal.

Many NGOs are diligently work-
ing to combat Human Trafficking, As
responsible citizens of our country,
itis our utmost duty to join hands with
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these people who are leaving no
stone unturned to stop human traf-
ficking. Siliguri and its surrounding
areas are gravely affected by this
bane. The Kanchanjungha Uddhar
Kendra and Shakti Vahini Siliguri
Centre are two leading NGOs work-
ing against trafficking. The main rea-
sons which facilitate this social evil
are poverty, lack of awareness and lack

of education. There should be an aug-
mentation in government-sponsored
awareness programmes in the village
areas where the percentage of traf-
ficking is poignant. Only then can we
check the expanse of trafficking.
As residents of Siliguri, people
should take the pledge to not be
silent or oblivious spectators to this
heinous crime anymore. Along with

the common people, the policy mak-
ers should also address this issue of
mounting seriousness.

The ordinary people should know
that the Government of India penalis-
es trafficking for commercial sexual
exploitation through the Inmoral Trat-
ficking Prevention Act (TTPA) wich pre-
scribes penalty of seven years to life
time imprisonment. India also pro-
hibits bonded and forced labour
through the Bonded Labour Aboli-
tion Act, the Child Labour Act and the
Juvenile Justice Act.

Furthermore, it is also our moral
and social duty to come forward and
ensure that the survivors are reha-
bilitated and not subjected to soci-
etal stigma and ostracism.
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