Ray of hope for Leprosy-affected

I The discriminatory

laws should not be o
fortuity for anyone so
that it can be misused
and some people under
the veil of their venomous
attitude, make leprosy o
ground for taking divorce
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It lenafos:
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ple aﬁ:c.stod with le prP:y
(PAL). On7 January, 2019, the
LokSabhapassed anewhbill,
the Personal Laws (Amend-
mentBil), 201 8in the House,
whidch tendsto amend the pro-
visions of five different Acts
that statesleprosyto bea valid
ground for thedissolution of
marriage, namely (i) the
Divorce Act, 1869, (ii) the
Dissolution of Muslim Mar-
e Act, 1939, (iii) the Spe-

M e Act, 1954, (iv)

the Hindu Act, 1955,
and (v) the HinduAdoptions
and Mainte nance Act, 1956.
Theneedand impaortance
ofam all the Acts con-
sisting of discrim inatory laws
have well been explained

and discussed in various
forums. It has been consis-
Hmtl pointed out that these

ve had an impacton
thebasichtmunrightsnfﬂw
affected people to a high
extent by shunning them
and restricting them inside
closed doors and isolating
them from society. The Per-
sonal Laws (Amendment

Bill), 2018 that has been
passed by the LokSabhaislike
asﬂwmﬂng in the lives of
the eaffected by leprosy.
It is wellin adherence to the
UN Geneml Assembly Reso-
lution of 2010 on the 'Elim-
ination of discrimination

against persons affected by

bpmymﬂdwirhmﬂrnm
bers where India was a sig-

and also with the

b}- “ Sns that “Clﬁ.nm?:d
e Supreme rina

judgnmmafcwnmmlua

uf lepms? Pa ﬂ"l the

society and also reujerlng
dwareness pr

& on
the cm*abﬂiry crE the disease.

lawfmi:}muumlaflalm
is the betterment
atlarge and itwasint

19th and 20th nenmrics.
when certain discriminato-
ry laws were framed against
people affected byleprosy to
prcmnlheumpletanﬂmﬁud:]-l:f
common , &

thel spouses and imediste
family members as in those

times, leprosy was not only
mnﬁnd%btln also
contagious by

titloners. Since then, lhgm
prevailed for decades even

n&h

though many atimes, ithas
raised que son morali
ty in the mindsof the people.
Ethdi.:ﬁﬂ“m and meﬁ
ments in
to the disease, the sibﬁﬁun
has totally taken a turn now,
as leprosy is no more an
lncurahsie dia;::u an;D its
tylobe contagious
Is well controlled. The dis-
criminatory laws should not
be afortuity for neso that
itcan be misused and some
peopleunder theveil of their
;mumuus atutIi’tdufde. make
a or
dim. fore, it is the
need of the hour to amend
the named Acts expeditiously
till the bill gets the Presi-
dential assent.
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